 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PASTOR’S EASTER MESSAGE
Over the last 5 years with this parish community, I have experienced some very different and challenging Easters. One of the most challenging was the year we closed down because of the Covid Virus. That Easter, my first in this community, was spent alone in an empty church. It pointed out to me the frailty of our humanness and my inability to express, with my parishioners, the fullness of what the Risen Lord offers us. Still, as terrible as the experience of that Easter was, even though I struggled to perform the joyful sacred mysteries of our faith within an empty quiet church, it still held moments of grace. 

One of the greatest experiences of Easter for me was contained in this last Holy Week with you, especially the celebration of the Easter Vigil. This service always moves me because it engages the senses and the imagination. At the Vigil mass we are confronted with light and dark, sound and sight, joy and peace. The complexity and richness of this worship service captures the profound nature of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, and the great promise of life that he won for us. It also brought to mind the many memories and celebrations I shared with this congregation over the last five years. You have helped me to open my self up to God’s grace and to grow in my love of Christ.

There is a mystical experience that I invite you to share with me in this last Easter together. Consider opening yourself to the Risen Christ. Allow yourself to see him looking at you, into your whole life, knowing your weaknesses and your strengths; knowing the fullness of who you are. Doing this is what has sustained me and helped me to serve you. I know that, as we eventually go our separate ways,  if we continue to take that risk of looking into the loving,  forgiving, and gracious eyes of our Lord Jesus Christ, opening ourselves to the wonder of him, He will strengthen us and carry us forward into the future.
~ Msgr. Michael Busch
